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Special Message from

the Minister of Public Works
and Housing of the

Republic of Indonesia

Hit volorporati reroreptatem quiatur, eliquas minum
harchicid untio. Bore est, sim fugit a sum dolorem nist re eum et
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Introduction

When properly implemented, tourism is an effective
engine for equitable, sustainable economic development,
pumping the money of international visitors directly into
local economies at the lowest levels. In Indonesia, howev-
er, deficiencies in physical infrastructure have hampered
the growth of the tourism industry outside of the world-re-
nowned island of Bali.

In 2020 Indonesian President Joko Widodo designat-
ed five regions: Lake Toba in Sumatra, Borobudur in Java,
Mandalika in Lombok, Labuan Bajo in Flores and Likupang
in Sulawesi as Super Priority Tourism Destinations (DPSP)
in a program to jump-start development of the tourist in-
dustry in regions with, potentially, the greatest appeal to lo-
cal, regional, and international travelers.

Like film or fashion, tourism is a glamor industry,
where operators and service providers work in exotic, beau-
tiful locales and interact with people from throughout the
world. But what makes this glamor and excitement possi-
ble is decidedly unglamorous. International tourist destina-
tions require airports and seaports, roads and bridges, am-
ple electricity and clean water to attract international guests.

The Ministry of Public Works and Housing, the PUPR,
rose to the challenge of keeping visitors to Indonesia safe and
comfortable. Designing the projects and closely monitoring
the progress of private-sector contractors and colleagues, the
PUPR brought modern, efficient infrastructure to areas lo-
cated, in some cases, a considerable distance from developed
urban centers.

In the contemporary tourism world, infrastructure
must be more than functional; it must be sufficiently stylish,
artistic, charming, and striking for videos and social-media
posts. The success in creating such facilities in the DPSP is
showcased here in photographs depicting the natural beauty,
fascinating culture, and yes, functional infrastructure found
at each destination.

But this book also dives deeper in to the lives of those
most affected by the visitors passing through their land. The
smiles of a husband and wife selling pigeons at Borobudur,
the joy of a teenager hunting fish at Likupang, and the laugh-
ter of a mother at Sengkol Market, Mandalika, all speak of
the belief that accommodating and entertaining international
visitors will help to create a better future for all Indonesians.
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Captlivaling Culture in
Spectacular Highlands
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The face of this young Batak woman wearing the Pakpak traditional costume eflects the sublime

natural beauty of crystal-blue Lake Toba waters and the lush hillsides rising from the shore.

LAKE TOBA

Captivating Culture in
Spectacular Highlands

eventy thousand years ago, a super-

volcano on the island of Sumatra erupted

with prodigious fury, disintegrating the

peak and pumping sufficient ash and dust
into the atmosphere to cool the planet for years.
Genetic evidence indicates that this volcanic
winter may have brought many large animals in
Asia and Africa—including humans—to the brink
of extinction. A few geological ages later, the once-
again-flourishing human species populated the
globe, pushing ever-deeper into unknown regions
in search of fertile land and protection from
enemies. Some migrations brought a variety of
peoples from Maritime and Mainland Southeast
Asia across the Strait of Malacca to settle in
the fertile volcanic highlands of north-central
Sumatra. They became known, collectively, as
the Batak. As the Batak groups spread westward,
populating a succession of isolated valleys,
traditional customs and social attitudes diverged.
In modern times, as Christian missionaries and
itinerant Muslim clerics proselytized their beliefs,
some groups adopted Islam, others Christianity.
But all retained the defining values of the Batak:
openness, tolerance, and an exuberant attitude
to life.

Some adventurous Batak bands climbed the

slopes of the now-dormant Toba volcano in search
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Two women perform a funeral dance while flanking a Sigale-gale, a wooden

effigy of a deceased nobleman in Huta Sialangan on Samosir.

LAKE TOBA

of greener rice fields. Reaching the rim of the broad
crater left by the vanished mountain peak, they
beheld a panorama of divine beauty: a crystal-blue
lake framed by lush forests. This was a gift from
the gods, and so they made their new homes on the
lake shore and the islands, forming a new branch of
their ethnic family tree: the Toba Batak.

Secure in their fertile mountain fastness,
the Toba Batak grew into the most populous and
powerful of the various Batak ethnicities. Toba
Batak people tend to be outgoing and confident,
and their lively traditional culture reflects these
character traits. On Samosir, a large island
constituting about half of the area of the lake, and
which is now regarded as the epicenter of Batak
culture, the dramatic arched roofs of their jabu
houses, with their vivid tones and ornate wooden
pillars, speak of prosperous kingdoms whose
influence permeates the greater Indonesian society
to this day. In the well-kept museums and visitor
centers, this cultural heritage is on full display in
performances by dancers who, after entertaining
visitors, might offer another performance, identical
to the smallest detail, at a neighborhood social
gathering without a foreigner in site.

Equatorial highlands such as the Lake Toba
region offer the best of all worlds: the lush forests
and exotic fruits and vegetables of the tropics
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LAKE TOBA

with the chill waters and refreshing breezes of
temperate climes. At 900 meters altitude, 100
kilometers in length and 30 kilometers at the
widest point, Toba is the largest lake in Indonesia
and the largest volcanic lake in the world. These
outstanding geographical features have led Lake
Toba to be named a UNESCO Geopark, where
visitors and the surrounding community can learn
about and practice natural resource conservation
and sustainable tourism.

The salubrious environment and geographical
bounty of Toba entices visitors with a multitude
of attractions: water sports, trekking, or simply
lazing about and chatting with the locals. When
Lake Toba first appeared on the global tourism
map in the 1970s, most visitors were backpackers,
adventurous youth willing to endure a bone-
jarring bus ride from the coast and then entrust
their fates to a rickety boat for the crossing to the
island of Samosir, where they would spend a few
tranquil days in simple wooden cottages. Facilities
were ad-hoc or non-existent. One enterprising
resident, who happened to live nearest the
Panguguran hot springs, charged a minuscule
admission to foreign guests, then distributed the
proceeds to his neighbors.

Decades on, Lake Toba is extending the
famed Batak hospitality to less-resilient, but no-
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LAKE TOBA

less-appreciative guests. Good roads connect
the lake with the Trans-Sumatra highway, the
Sisingamangaraja XII International Airport
is served by regional carriers, and, most
importantly, visitors now cross to Samosir and
other settlements on modern ferries from three
full-service piers.

Batak history comes to life in Huta Sallagan,
the erstwhile seat of Batak sovereignty, that
has become a showcase for visitors to Samosir.
The Jabu Bolon, royal residences with dramatic
upswept roofs and ornate facades flanking the
stone-chairs of the council venue where matters
of state were decided and justice meted out to
wrongdoers. In Kampung Ulos, refurbished Jabu
Bolon house weavers creating the distinctive
Ulos fabric used for Batak ceremonial dress, with
context on Batak history and culture provided an
information center and performance venue.

In a few years, Lake Toba has been
transformed from a tourist backwater to
a premier destination in the Indonesian
archipelago, and a fascinating exposition of
Indonesian cultural heritage.
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This farmer near Bakkara passes a field of rice. The golden color of

the straw indicates that the plants are ready for harvest.

LAKE TOBA
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Modern young women explore their ancestral roots through modeling Batak
Pakpak ceremonial dress, a glorious example of their magnificent culture.

The New Jewels of Indonesia LAKE TOBA
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Magnificent Monuments
amid Tropical Splendor




: tructe PT PP P t s PT Angk P I, th 7 Y kart
THe Now Towels 4F Tadodesia Constructed by i ersero m.sm o@m.nm ed by ngkasa Pura I, the new Yogya w.a a BOROBUDUR
International Airport is the gateway to Borobudur and the Yogyakarta region.
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At the Yogyakarta International Airport railway station, built by PT wm.v P BOROBUDUR

PT Asta Perdana, visitors can board a train for a comfortable ride into town.

The New Jewels of Indonesia
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The Borobudur Temple, seen from Punthuk Setumbu, seems to rise from the mists of ancient
history as morning breaks on the Kedu Plain, the rice-carpeted heartland of Java.

The New Jewels of Indonesia BOROBUDUR
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The New Jewels of Indonesia

A grand promenade befitting a majestic monument constructed by Brantas
Abipraya brings visitors to their first view of Borobudur.

BOROBUDUR
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Style and grace are the defining characteristics of ancient Javanese
temples such as Borobudur, and of the modern Javanese people

BOROBUDUR

ising with solemn majesty from the
verdant rice-carpeted Kedu Plain in
central Java, Borobudur is the premier
tourist attraction in the archipelago and
an object of immense pride for all Indonesians.
Composed of over 2,500 stone panels wrapped
around a small hill, Borobudur is the centerpiece
of a complex of Buddhist temples scattered near
the Progo River.
Borobudur was constructed at the end of
the first millennium by the Sailendra dynasty of
Buddhist rulers, one of the two great empires of
the Mataram region of the island’s heartland.
In those halcyon days, Borobudur hosted the
Buddhist faithful from throughout the region,
who would circumnavigate the terraces on each
level of the monument, viewing exquisitely
carved bas reliefs teaching the Buddhist path to
enlightenment, along with pageants of kings and
warriors and intriguing vignettes of quotidian
life in ancient Java. Each successive level
depicted higher stages of the sacred journey,
until the pilgrim reached the unadorned summit
symbolizing nirvana, the release from all worldly
suffering and strife.
But Borobudur’s days of glory were brief. Not
long after the monument was fully completed,
a series of major eruptions from nearby Mount
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Nuryanto, a quintessential Javanese gentleman, introduces visitors to his culture’s dance, textile,
and culinary traditions at his home, Omah Mbudur, in Desa Wanurejo near Borobudur.

BOROBUDUR
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The austere stupa at the summit of Borobudur represent the concept of nirvana,
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the reward of a Buddhist who has reached the state of enlightenment.
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Borobudur was constructed as a place of Buddhist veneration and is once
again attracts pilgrims from throughout the region and the world.

n
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A stone carving of an ancient sailing craft depicts the sea-faring
traditions of the Sailendra dynasty, the builders of Borobudur.

The New Jewels of Indonesia BOROBUDUR

117

U T
14 A e S

|
thy

-
i .:!' Wy
TN e T

T
3

-

=

: ,t‘é_f" T
e~ 8 -

: B
iy %

.

“__-_.
i
4 |

-
==
=]




Borobudur provides a majestic backdrop for a picnic on Bukit Dagi, part
of the temple complex managed by PT Taman Wisata Candi.
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BOROBUDUR

Merapi rendered the Kedu Plain uninhabitable,
prompting the Sailendra court to relocate to
East Java. Borobudur was downgraded from
spiritual icon to superstitious legend, mysterious
ruins buried in volcanic ash and overgrown with
dense forest.

In 1814, Thomas Stamford Raffles, the
administrator of Java, which was then under
British control, learned of these legends and of
heaps of carved stones lying in a forest on the
Kedu Plain. Raffles had a keen interest in Javanese
culture, and so sent a team led by Dutch engineer
Hermann Cornelius to investigate the site. This
and subsequent teams during the following decades
would bring this long-concealed glory of ancient
Java into the light of day. Unfortunately, as the
world learned of Borobudur, the now-accessible
ruins were damaged and looted—and suffered the
ignominy of having a teahouse built on the summit.

There were sporadic attempts to protect and
restore Borobudur in the 20™ century, but wars,
revolution and economic strife relegated the
refurbishment of ancient artifacts to the bottom of
the list of public priorities. In the late 1960s, as the
political situation in now-independent Indonesia
stabilized and the economy grew, the government
assembled a consortium of foreign donors to fund
a full restoration of the monument. This work was
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Cottages constructed by the Indonesian Ministry of Public Works and managed by residents

>~
The New Jewels of Indonesia m of villages near Borobudur bring visitors into the daily life of the modern Javanese.

BOROBUDUR
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PT Sari Gunung Mataram Sakti erected a full-sized replica of the tenth-century sailing vessel
depicted on Borobudur to celebrate the maritime heritage of the Indonesian people.

BOROBUDUR
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A husband-and-wife pair sell turtle doves and other a
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song birds in the market near Borobudur.
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A trader ready to offer her wares from among the cornucopia of Javanese
produce and spices available at the traditional market near Borobudur.
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The Prambanan temple complex, managed by PT Taman Wisata Candi, introduces
visitors to the Hindu beliefs and traditions of the ancient Sanjaya dynasty.

BOROBUDUR
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Candi Sewu, a Buddhist temple located a short distance from Prambanan,
illustrates how different religions co-existed peaceably in ancient Java.
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A dancer prepares for a Sendratari performance, recreating in dance and drama
the Ramayana mythic tales carved onto the stones of the Prambanan temples.
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BOROBUDUR

completed in the 1980s, and, in 1991 Borobudur was
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Borobudur is now, once again, a place of
pilgrimage for both the Buddhist faithful and the
curious of any belief. On Vesak Day, which falls in
May of each year, tens of thousands of Buddhists
from throughout Indonesia, the region, and the
world gather at the temple. And on the other 364
days of the year, ten thousand or more domestic
and international tourists experience the wonder of
Borobudur. This, unfortunately, presents a problem.
Though seemingly as resilient and immutable as
the surrounding mountains, Borobudur is actually
quite fragile. The supporting soil constantly
shifts and subsides from water erosion. The
Indonesian government continually upgrades
drainage networks, and has developed an extensive
infrastructure to manage the masses of visitors.
Borobudur is not the only ancient wonder
in the region. As the massive temple was being
constructed, rulers of the other Mataram empire,
the Hindu Sanjaya dynasty, built their own
monumental complex in Prambanan near the Opak
River to the east. The Prambanan temples are
soaring, self-supporting structures representing
sacred Mount Meru, dedicated to Hindu deities
and carved with dramatic scenes from the epic
Ramayana myth cycle.
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Dancers at the Pakualaman Ngayugyakarta royal prepare to perform the Mangastuti,
a dance from the 18th century reinterpreted for modern audiences.

[
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Centuries-old traditions are daily occurrences at the royal palaces of Yogyakarta,
where full-dress ceremonies are conducted without a tourist in sight.

BOROBUDUR
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Local residents in full palace regalia compete in an archery competition at the Pakualaman

Ngayugyakarta royal palace, recreating the military prowess of the Mataram Empire.

BOROBUDUR

Both Mataram dynasties disappeared from
historic record around the turn of the second
millennium. But 500 years later, ancient Mataram
was reborn as Islamic sultanates. Grand royal
palaces in Yogyakarta and Surakarta attest to
the power and cultural sophistication of modern
Mataram. Served by a new international airport,
Yogyakarta is the gateway to both Borobudur
and Prambanan. The Yogyakarta sultans have a
long tradition of promoting both education and
artistic expression, and have made Yogyakarta a
charming university town with a vibrant artistic
community. In Prambanan, this synergy of learning
and creating brings ancient Java to vivid life with
Sendratari performances blending dance and
drama in a live-action version of the carved images
on the temples forming the stage backdrop. And
this glorious past lives on in the palaces and on the
streets of Yogyakarta, where courtiers and servants
dressed in ceremonial finery perform their duties
with diligence and grace, scarcely acknowledging
the tourists intent on photographing this exotic
pageant that is, to them, another day on the job.

Borobudur reflects the glory of ancient
Java, and the new transportation and other
infrastructural facilities constructed to preserve
and present the monument to the world makes it
also a reflection of modern Indonesia.
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The evocative ruins of Ratu Boko, thought to be a fortification constructed
on a hill, overlook the temples of the Prambanan Plain.
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© 0000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000CC0CCC00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000




Sun and Sport along a
Breathtaking Beach




The New Jewels of Indonesia

resort on the

each, an informal touris

1]l sunset at Senggigi
of Lombok

MANDALIKA




The New Jewels of Indonesia

g
=
3
o
-
oo
a
=
=
<
2,
-
=]
g
(=]
(5]
o
o
=]
=
o
4
=
(<]
<
=
g
£
w2
-
(<]
<=
(&)
=]
Q
=]
o
s
w
-
=
=
=
e
%
[
=
Q
=
3]

Ad
(=]
=
=1
o
=
=
+
=)
o
7]
. =)
=]
<
&
7]
4
5
Gy
(]
7]
(]
=
Q
<
(%]
=]
[}
=
—
oo
(=]
=]
=
<
R
Q
=
<
7
=]
—
e
3]

MANDALIKA




-oSefodIyore oY) UI S9YOLI( PUBS-IIYM [NJ1INBA] }SoW Y} Jo Al Sursseduroous
110591 AINXN[ [BUOTIRUIUI UR 911D 0] 302load-e3owr a1} paf (019s19d) dd "Ld

)
RBISOUOPUJ JO S[2MA[ MAN 37T, m VIATTVANVIA



rececccccoe

"90RI 97[} JO JUSUIALIOXA 3] 210Ja( [[011S A[2INST] B 10] SMO[[ HINIIL) BYI[BPUBIAL
91 puno.Je uBewWnIag ueunguequad Id 49 p1onisuod Aemyjem uetnsapad y

RISOUOPUJ JO S[aMI[ MAN 9YL VIATTVANVIA

162



| . ; 1’ ....1_:_.
- W

“PlIom 3uroel 9y} 0jul AI11U9 J[(LI0OU B ‘1IR]SoT vARY BIUNg I g pue vAIey eAe(ip Ld

THSRORRE I SHRAI0 MSRE L £q 1[Iq 9InoIr) BYI[epURIA 23 ayew doIpyor(q dUIOSOME UR PUR Yorl) Ay uo soryderd pjog

VIAT'TVANVIN

164



1
[

[

*1INDI1) BYI[RPUBIA 3] 1@ ‘LIe)so] eAey vdung [d £q 1[Inq ‘@oBJINS YoBI}

THSRORRE I SHRAI0 MSRE L 911 5159] IAUUNI B ‘I9)SB} 9pNITUSeW JO I9p1o ue spaads 10} paudisop ysSnoyL,

VIAT'TVANVIN

166



*eaIe 1I0SAI BYI[EPURTA 91 JO INOCEPUNOI JOUBIIUD Y} 29BIS 0} SI90BI
apeLo10r0wr Surpaads 9sat) paleald Jrells 103ulg 103d[nos urIsQUOPU] PA1ON

o0
RBISOUOPUJ JO S[2MA[ MAN 37T, m VIATI'TVANVIA



4 v e
\_-,‘ -‘“‘.\ o

Wy

Jh- |._.'|-'\

L]

T

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

o "110s9Y eYI[epue]A Suisiasel] speol padeospue[ A[YsN] 27} PIIONIISUOD BSRYIDJ BLIIBJ
FHSORRE 0 R0 MERE L ese[ 14 pue ‘eArey] BApUIN Ld ‘@AIe) IYpy Ld ‘Suonoeiiuod 1ysijj-doy Jo WIN11I0SU0d VATTVANVIN




The New Jewels of Indonesia

172 }

A Gendang Beleq musician from Sade village near Mandalika expresses

the pride and dignity born of adherence to cultural tradition.

MANDALIKA

Sun and Sport along a
Breathtaking Beach

ntil recently, the island of Lombok
languished in the shadow of neighboring
Bali, a sideshow to this world-renowned
tourist destination. But now the island
is coming into its own as a new international
airport brings the world to its door. The showcase
destination for visitors to Lombok is Mandalika,
a purpose-build beach resort area located a
short drive from Lombok International Airport.
This stretch of pristine beach was transformed
into a model of sustainable tourism with a
coordinated infrastructure program, setting the
stage for investors from throughout the world
to build hotels and other facilities appealing to
discerning travelers.

Decades ago, the first visitors to realize the
potential of the Mandalika region were surfers,
drawn to the excellent breaks along the southern
coast. Mandalika is building on this history
to promote itself as a family friendly sports
destination. The showpiece is the Mandalika
Circuit, a track hosting international motor-sport
competitions. The distinctive graphic design of the
track surface, and the spectacular backdrop of sea
and sky against the south hairpin, make Mandalika
instantly recognizable in the world of motor racing.

The international character of the Mandalika
Circuit is reflected in the luxury hotels gracing the
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MANDALIKA

adjacent beach resort. The stark beauty of the
southern coast has inspired graceful minimalist
structures that soothe the spirit while inviting
the warm tropical breeze into the rooms and
interior spaces.

Leaving the environs of the Mandalika resort
area, most traces of modernity vanish. The Sasak
people, the original inhabitants of this region of
Lombok, take pride in their strict adherence to
cultural tradition. The Sasak are renowned for
their skill in weaving ornate textiles and crafting
articles of daily life fashioning handicrafts such as
food baskets with beauty and fine workmanship.

The village of Sade, located a short drive
from Mandalika, is a showcase for these crafts,
as well as the dance traditions and other
communal rituals of the Sasak. While Sade has
been purposely remodeled as a desa wisata,

a government-supported village appealing to
international visitors, the residents craft their
wares and perform their rituals with the same
diligence and authenticity as in times past,
when a foreign face in Lombok was a rare,
noteworthy occurrence.

The signature attraction of Sade is the
Peresean dance, a mock battle with rattan swords
and shields. Originally a fertility ritual beseeching
the gods to end the dry season and send the rains,
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Everyone’s idea of a tropical paradise, the white sand and turquoise sea

of Tanjung Aan Beach awaits visitors from all regions of the globe.
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Gendang Beleq musicians in Sade village prepare to beat an infectious
rhythm on handcrafted ritual drums for a traditional dance performance.

MANDALIKA

the dance is performed, with great enthusiasm,
to the stirring tones of the gamelan bronze-gong
orchestra. The event is halted when one dancer
has drawn the blood of the other.

In contrast to the drama and potential for
serious injury of the Peresean, the Bau Nyale
is a family friendly event that most visitors will
enjoy, or even participate in. During evenings in
February and March each year, residents flock to
Seger Beach on a communal hunt for nyale, an
edible sea worm. The inspiration for this festival
is the legend of Princess Mandalika, a beauty
whom all the princes of the island wanted to
marry. Worried that the competition for her hand
would generate strife among her people, the kind-
hearted princess chose instead to sacrifice herself,
plunging into the ocean at Seger Beach. None of
the hopeful suitors could save her, and since then
the nyale worms have emerged each year, gifts to
her people.

This spirit of humility and community service
will serve the people of Mandalika well as they
strive to create their own international-grade
tourism destination in the shadow of their famous
neighbor.
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A trader delights in providing spices and other culinary necessities
to locals and visitors alike in the Sengkol traditional market.
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The inspiration for movie monsters and mythic creatures, the Komodo
Dragon, the world’s largest monitor lizard, is the undisputed king of its island home.

LABUAN BAJO

o
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A park ranger attempts to attract the attention of a Komodo dragon
enjoying a moment in the shade at Loh Liang Beach.

LABUAN BAJO




The sheltered natural harbor at Labuan Bajo provides safe anchorage for traditional
pinisi schooners and other ships from throughout the Indonesian archipelago.
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PT Brantas Abipraya constructed this esplanade to enable locals and visitors
alike to stroll and admire the panorama of the picturesque harbor.

LABUAN BAJO
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Puncak Waringin, a hub for creative and tourism-related activities, was constructed by
PT Murni Konstruksi Indonesia under the supervision of PT Bintang Perkasa Sejati.
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From this elevated vantage point on a forested hill, La Cecile Komodo
Hotel and Cafe boasts a panoramic view of Labuan Bajo harbor.
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A visitor has a surprising and delightful encounter with a wild
(and seemingly fearless) deer on the island of Padar.
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Once a hunting ground of Komodo Dragons, the now-dominant species on
Padar are humans taking in the spectacular panorama of sea and sky.
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A passenger on an island-hopping pinisi wades toward Long Pink Beach, named
for the hue of sand infused with the ground shells of Foraminifera microbes.
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The dazzling smile of the face of this local woman highlights the blend of peoples that

have settled on this island over the centuries to produce the modern Florenese.

LABUAN BAJO

Diving and Dragons on
a Picturesque Coast

he pinisi, the majestic wooden sailing

schooners that once dominated the seas

of Indonesia, have found a new home port

in Labuan Bajo, a once-sleepy fishing
village with an excellent natural harbor that has
been transformed into a global tourist destination.
Learning from the chaotic, rag-tag development
of other tourist boom towns, local, regional, and
national authorities have sought to coordinate
growth by investing heavily in infrastructure and
promoting a paradigm of sustainable tourism, in
which the hordes of strangers passing through
town have a largely beneficial economic and
societal impact.

Labuan Bajo is the gateway to the world-
famous Komodo Island, the home of the largest
monitor lizard on earth, the eponymous Dragon.
The harsh landscape and monstrous reptiles
inspired a vacationing Hollywood set designer to
create Skull Island for the 1933 movie King Kong.
Decades later, the dragon, now as celebrated as a
film star, is drawing crowds in such numbers that
visits are being carefully managed, so advanced
booking is advised.

The dragons used to range throughout eastern
Flores, but are now only found on three islands,
Komodo itself, Rinca, and Padar, of all which
comprise Komodo National Park. The parkis a
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LABUAN BAJO

The Ministry of Public Works and Housing constructed this pier at Loh Buaya on
Rinca to facilitate access to an alternate venue for viewing Komodo dragons.

The New Jewels of Indonesia
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Hotel La Prima, one of several luxury hotels in Labuan Bajo. e
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Indonesian Minister of Public Works and Housing Basuki Hadimuljono

indulges his hobby of photography on the pier at Loh Buaya on Rinca. LABUAN BAJO
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A dramatic sculpture capturing the primordial savagery of Komodo dragons in a
sculpture graces this pier on Komodo constructed by PT Karya Pembangunan Rezki.
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The new Marina at Labuan Bajo provides a full suite of services and amenities
for modern motor yachts and traditional sailing craft alike.
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The Labuan Bajo Marina, constructed by PT Brantas Abipraya, hosts
sailing and motor craft from throughout the region and the world.
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These women at the Wae Kesambi market in Labuan Bajo do a roaring trade in
the distinctive hand-woven textiles of Flores and neighboring islands.

LABUAN BAJO
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restricted conservation area, and the rangers,
besides acting as dragon wranglers for visitors,
monitor economic and other activity by the two
thousand residents, as well as fishing folk from
other areas, to ensure that the natural habitat of
this unique creature is preserved.

As the lesser-known habitat, the neighboring
island of Rinca is the preferred venue for dragon
sighting. The island also teams with other species,
including monkeys, deer, and buffalo. Only about
a dozen dragons remain on Padar, who prefer to
remain out of sight of the increasing numbers
of human visitors, drawn to the diving and a
distinctive pink-sand beach.

Labuan Bajo (“labuan” means “harbor” in
Indonesian) is the only major destination in
Indonesia to feature “maritime”, as opposed to
“beach” tourism attractions, centered around
modern versions of the pinisi. For centuries,
these sturdy craft transported essential, but
distinctly non-glamorous, cargoes such as rice and
dried fish among the islands, driving commerce
in the archipelago at the most basic level. Now,
the master shipwrights are applying their age-
old skills to construct a luxury version of the
venerable pinisi; with air-conditioned cabins,
fine-dining kitchens, and a backup diesel engine
for windless days. These “boutique pinisi”,
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With constant sunshine in the dry season and only intermittent showers
in the wet, most daily activities in Labuan Bajo are conducted outdoors.

The New Jewels of Indonesia LABUAN BAJO

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

-R._..

VI« 5 4
& | ...‘mww N m.

..._...__.-..Tq..

# 0

e s
¥ o
: ...-,,.- t.. " X

H & ) 7 ad




An extensive variety of fish from the teeming seas around Flores are
sold in the spacious, modern Labuan Bajo Seafood Market.

o
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The Labuan Bajo Seafood Market is the clearing house for the tons
of fresh fish caught daily in the waters of the Flores Sea.
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LABUAN BAJO

along with other boats of all sizes and styles, ferry
visitors to Komodo or Rinca islands for dragon
watching, to nearby coral reefs for some of the best
diving in the world, island-hopping day trips to
savor the attractions of sun, sea, and sand, or on
week-long expeditions to the fabled islands of the
eastern archipelago.

As a maritime town, delicious fresh seafood
is the order of the day in Labuan Bajo. Luxury
resorts and upmarket bistros offer innovative takes
on classic seafood dishes, often incorporating
an artful fusion with local and regional culinary
traditions. For those on a budget, numerous food
stalls grill whole fish to perfection over a wood or
coconut-husk flame, served with steaming rice and
vegetable curries. Purists can go directly to the
source: the spacious, hygienic Seafood Market, to
select the best of that day’s catch.

Flores and the other islands of the East Nusa
Tenggara chain boast a vibrant textile tradition:
ceremonial dress, scarves and blankets with
intricate hand-weaves of rich symbolism colored
with natural dyes. The Wae Kesambi market is
the clearing house for regional textiles, and offers
great bargains to visitors with a modicum of
bargaining skills.

While the travel facilities at Labuan Bajo are
focused on seaborne attractions, landlubbers
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LABUAN BAJO

are not forgotten. Sightseeing is a breeze: most
locations of key historic, cultural, and economic
importance are within easy walking distance of
hotels and other tourist facilities. The centerpiece
is Puncak Waringin Creative Hub, which includes a
performance amphitheater and art gallery. Roads
to nearby attractions such as Batu Cermin cave
have been improved.

Further afield, the interior of Flores is a land
of fascinating cultural complexity and challenging
geography. The village of Melo, a short drive to
the east of Labuan Bajo, showcases the cultural
attractions of the Manggarai district of western
Flores. The Tari Caci is a version of a fertility ritual,
common in the region, in which dancers dressed
in ceremonial regalia engage in a mock battle with
whips and rattan shields to draw symbolic drops
of blood to ensure a good harvest. This outcome
is a virtual certainty, as the dancers wield whips
fashioned from dried buffalo skin, which can inflict
a nasty cut.

A two-hour drive (followed by a three-
kilometer walk) from Labuan Bajo is the village
of Wae Rebo, famous for distinctive Mbaru Niang
conical, multi-level, palm-thatch houses. In 2008,
a team of architects and builders from Jakarta, the
Indonesian capital, donated their time and skills
to assist the residents in refurbishing seven of the
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The final authority in Melo on adat, the traditional law and customs
that still govern many aspects of village life, lies with this distinguished elder.
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The dried buffalo-skin whips used in the Caci mock battle dance of Melo
tourism village have the potential of inflicting real injury.
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Professional architects donated their skills to assist the residents of Wae Rebo to refurbish and showcase
their distinctive architectural heritage, earning the prestigious Aga Khan Award for Architecture in 2013.
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Wae Rebo is gaining widespread praise among coffee aficionados for the
premium robusta grown on the hillsides surrounding the village.
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PT Karya Shinta gmbmiﬁ.g mmma_mmmq _u_o:ﬂoa ﬁnm&ﬂ.ocm_ architecture ci.wv mvm LABUAN BAJO
post-modern design in Batu Cermin for tourism and cultural activities.
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PT Karya Shinta Manarito built extensive facilities to serve visitors to Batu Cermin, a
once-submarine cave featuring sea salt deposits and fossils of ancient sea creatures.

LABUAN BAJO

traditional houses, an effort which earned the
village a UNESCO Cultural Heritage Conservation
award and an Aga Khan award for architectural
excellence. Located at an altitude of 1,200 meters,
Wae Rebo is accessible only on foot, though the
hospitable residents will reward arrivals with a
cup of their signature single-origin robusta coffee
cultivated on the surrounding hillsides.

Continuing to the south coast, Mules Island
is known locally as “Sleeping Beauty” because
the land profile, when viewed from the opposing
shore, evokes the image of a sleeping woman. Now
Mules is waking as a destination for discerning
travelers, drawn by a white sand beach and a
pellucid turquoise sea.

As a newcomer on the global travel scene,
Labuan Bajo is learning from the experiences of
fellow destinations, and is poised to become a fine
example of sustainable tourism.
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Known locally as the “Sleeping Beauty” as the land profile resembles a woman in

The New Jewels of Indonesia LABUAN BAJO

repose, Mules Island is awakening to a new life as a tourist destination.
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The lush rolling hills of Minahasa are an ideal venue for solitary, contemplative afternoon strolls.
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At 13, Deryl can wield a speargun like a pro as he fishes the waters near his home in Paal Beach.

LIKUPANG

"7 5 erched on the northern reaches of the
] J) Indonesian archipelago and once an
strategic entrepot in the Spice Trade, the
= Minahasa region on the northern arm of
Sulawesi is the beneficiary of cultural influences
from the Philippines, China, Portugal, Spain, and,
of course, the Netherlands. Minahasa is renowned
for an easy-going lifestyle, an educated population
tolerant of the ways of visitors, and some of the
most sublimely beautiful scenic panoramas in
Indonesia—both above and below the waves.

The beach town of Likupang boasts one of the
finest white-sand beaches in the archipelago—still
pristine and tranquil despite growing numbers
of visitors. Divers flock to Bunaken island for the
coral reefs and sights of migrating pelagic fish.

An alternative, now growing in popularity, is
“muck diving” in the mild currents of the sheltered
Lembeh Strait. Passionate fishermen can charter
fully equipped sport-fishing craft and crews to
catch the monster tuna or grouper of their dreams.

Heading inland, the highlands between the
towns of Likupang and Manado offer accessible
trekking and biking opportunities from easy strolls
through the hillside flower gardens to Tomohon to
a strenuous hike to the summit of the active Lokon
volcano. Tours of the Tangkoko Batuangus Nature
Reserve offer the chance to spot the doe-eyed
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LIKUPANG

spectral tarsier, Celebes crested macaque and other
rare wildlife species endemic to the island of Sulawesi.

Minahasa is not all rustic charm. Manado, the
capital, is the most European of Indonesian urban
centers. This rapidly growing city boasts an eclectic
blend of agricultural styles and a vibrant dining and
nightlife scene. Daily sunset-watching on the Boulevard
attracts everyone from fishermen and farmers to
international guests of nearby resort hotels.

The cosmopolitan Minahasa people are famous
for extending a voluble hospitality to strangers in
their midst. In a homestay, the Indonesian term for
a private residence renting rooms to guests, tourists
are immersed in the daily life of their hosts, and will
more than likely be invited to a wedding or other
social event. These events feature local delicacies -
which are an adventure in themselves. The Minahasa
are famed for their inventive cuisine: they can create
mouth-watering dishes from anything that flies,
swims, walks, crawls, or slithers, spiced with rica-rica
and other fiery condiments. Whole days can be spent
wandering around Likupang or Manado, sampling
dishes from vendor carts, food stalls, and restaurants.
Those adventurous enough to try exotic “bushmeat”
such as bat or dog can wash it all down with a shot of
the infamous Cap Tikus (Rat Brand!) a potent spirit
distilled from the sap of coconut palms.

An extensive network of new and refurbished roads
and bridges make travel between the various tourist centers
and attractions fast and pleasant. At many locations, newly
built, well-maintained facilities provide amenities, along
with information resources to put the object of interest into
the context of the area’s complex, many faceted history.
Thanks to astute planning and coordination of the local
and national authorities, the hidden gems of Likupang and
other areas of northern Sulawesi will not lose their luster
and the world comes to their door.
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Tourism facilities at constructed at Malalayang by PT Nindya Karya

offer evoke the maritime traditions of the archipelago.

LIKUPANG

.
.
.
.
.
.
°
°
°
°
°
°
.
°
°
°
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
°
.
.
°
°
°
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
.
.
.



©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000CO0OCCOCOOCOCOCO0OCES $000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

1

‘a8e31IeY Yoan( S,0PBUBIA SUIIOA[FOI SI[ALS [BINIOIYDIR

=
WHIAOPU] IO HAMIL KAN AR) % M goeag Jueke[R[R]A UO SONI[IOR] 1SLINOY 1[Ing BAIeS] BAPUIN Ld DONVANATT



©©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000600000000000

RISQUOPU]J JO S[aMI[ MAIN 9L "UONBICI[AD 10] UOSBAI B SABM[R ST [ovag SueAR[B[RIA 1@ 19SUNS Jo a[oeloads awiqns oy ], ONVIANIT




vecececcococo00000e

RISOUOPUJ JO S[oMaf MaN 9],

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0COCCOCOCOCOCOCREOCBOEOS

590
DA

Ao oty RN ﬁrh

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000600000000000

‘OpRURIA] Ul PIRAI[NOY IPIS-BAS 91 UO osuns ay1 A
01 Surreynes Aq ABp IIOY) PUS YI[R SIO]ISIA USIAI0) PUE

. DNVINAIT

ecceo0c00s00






The New Jewels of Indonesia

332 i

Acknowledgments

The New Jewels of Indonesia originated from my meeting with
Odo Manuhutu, Deputy Coordinating Minister for Tourism and
Creative Economy at the Coordinating Ministry for Maritime and
Investment Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, while waiting for
Indonesian President Joko Widodo to inaugurate the new ferry port
at Ajibata on Lake Toba on February 2, 2022.

Odo was aware that I am a photographer, and our discussion
led to a commission to create a book of photographic essays
showcasing the five Super Priority Tourism Destinations: Lake
Toba, Borobudur, Labuan Bajo, Mandalika, and Likupang that the
government is promoting to spread the economic benefits of tourism
to more regions of the country. Then Endra S. Atmawidjaja, Expert
Assistant to the Minister of Public Works and Housing [ PUPR] for
Technology, Industry, and Environment, joined the conversation and
indicated that PUPR would be willing to support the production of
book as the ministry is responsible for building the infrastructure
required to accommodate large numbers of international visitors.

So, I give my heartfelt gratitude to Odo and Endra, as well
as to Yudhie and his staff Albana and Burhanudin from PUPR for
taking on the daunting task of organizing the photo shoots. At each
destination, I was supported by scores of people, so I'd like to thank:

At LAKE TOBA: Kosmas Harefa, Anastasia Grace, Meisela
Majid, Fauzan Fathur Rachman, Immanuel Nuansa Sianturi, Dairi
Regency Government, Toba Regency Government, Samosir Regency
Government, Karo Regency Government, and Simalungun Regency
Government.

In BOROBUDUR: Rustam Efendi, Seviria Marlina Panjaitan,
Hagrina Azkia Tamam, Agung Setya Wicaksana, Almira Maya
Zarifa, Rafiardi Fakhritama, and Diaz Pratama. From the Ministry
of Education and Technology: Wiwit Kasiyati, Zaimul Azzah, Yudi,
Henny, Amri, Iwan, Anton, Anggoro Cahyadi, Yudistiro Tri Nugroho,
Asmara Dewi, Gatut Eko Nurcahyo, Yoses Tanzaq. From the
Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy: Indah Juanita, Agustin
Warinangin, Yusuf Hartanto, Yovie, Albin, Roy Karisma. From the

Ministry of Public Works and Housing: Singgih, Widya, Arista, Wafa.
From PT Taman Wisata Candi Borobudur, Prambanan, and Ratu Boko:
Pujo Suwarno, Ruri Agastya, Zulfiana Setyaningsih, Zamzamil Huda,
Arvie, Luthfi Hudzaifah, Sandy Maghriza, Nanik Lestari.

In MANDALIKA: From Kemenko Marves: Sartin Hia, Edi
Susilo, Leysi Maharani. From BPPW NTB: Ika Sri Rejeki, Denik Riviani,
Ade Angga Putra. From BP2P NT I: Rini Dyah Mawarty, Akbar Azizul,
Made Aryati, Tiara Masayu, Akbar Azizul Hakim, Renato Bushing.
From the NTB Tourism Office: H. Yusron Hadi, Izzuddin Mahili,
Saffrudin, Firmansyah Bakhtiar, Nurdiana, Desy Rizmayanti, Annisa
Prasasti, L. Endi Rony, Valenciene Haryandari Mantow, Idham Khalid.
From ITDC: Bram Subiandoro, Made Pari Wijaya.

In LABUAN BAJO: Kosmas Harefa, Mada Rizmaadi, Adelia
Karamina Putri, Ambar Puji C., Aji Rahmat Darmawan, Edistasius
Endi, Normansjah Wartabone, Agustinus Junianto, Lukita Awang,
Shana Fatin, Melo Village residents, and Wae Rebo village residents.
And thank you for the models: Sukma, Rani, Vega, and Kharisma.

In LIKUPANG: From the Coordinating Ministry for Maritime
Affairs and Investment: Hermin Esti Setyowati, Nisha, Grace. From
the Ministry of Public Works and Housing: Kris. Minut Regency
Government: Audy Sambul. Manado City Government: Farly. Tomohon
City Government: Kris.

I respect and thank the residents who I immortalize formally
and candidly in the Five Super Priority Tourism Destinations.

To the core shooting team, my assistants: Timothy Halomoan
Siahaan who also wrote the introduction, and Riwanto Tambun, I am
grateful for their hard work and tactical assistance.

To the editor Jeremy Allan and the publisher Afterhours Books:
Lans Brahmantyo and Yvonne Hubner, I thank you for your enthusiastic
cooperation from concept to final publication of this book.

Last but not least, I would like to acknowledge the immense
support from my wife, Vera Easterlena Hutauruk, and our two children,
Timothy Halomoan Siahaan and Natasha Sonia Siahaan.

RISOUOPUJ JO S[dMAL MIN YL,

i 333



The New Jewels of Indonesia

334 :

Edward Tigor Siahaan

Born in 1964 in Tarutung, North Sumatra Edward Tigor Siahaan
started his professional photography career in 1985. In 1993, he took ad-
vanced studies in photography at Central Saint Martin College of Art and
Design, London. Returning to Indonesia, he contributed to SWA business
magazine, founded Tigor Multimedia Solution (TIMES) Communications,
and opened Jurnal Seni, a photo school. Tigor assisted many major cor-
porations to produce annual reports, company profiles, coffee-table books,
calendars, and print advertising.

Travel photography, capturing nature, people and culture, is one of
Tigor’s passions. Published works include Dairi The Hidden View (1999),
North Tapanuli New Life in Hills and Valleys (1999), Toba Samosir Oh
Tao! (2004, Medan Melting Pot (2004), The Light of Wisdom (2008), and

Batak Inspigraph (2012). In 1999, his portraits were included in a People
magazine article The Environment Photography published by RotoVision,
Switzerland.

Tigor introduced “Pre-Wedding Photography” in a March 2003 FO-
TOMEDIA article. He also contributed for National Geographic Indonesia
and National Geographic Traveler with his photographs of Exploring Celebes
in Manado (2008) and Toraja Rock Art in Toraja (2009). He was also the ex-
clusive photographer for the Batak cultural magazine TATAP (2007-2008).

Tigor participated in the Fine Art Photography Collection #1 at the
Cahya Photo Gallery, Jakarta (2001), North Tapanuli Cultural Night at Ta-
man Mini Indonesia Indah, Jakarta (2003), Europe (European Union) and
Democracy: Indonesian Perspective at Goethe Haus and Taman Ismail Mar-
zuki, Jakarta (2004), Portfolio, with APPI members at Plaza Senayan, Jakar-
ta (2004), Travel Photo, with members of the Jakarta Photographer Society
at Plaza Semanggi, Jakarta (2005).

He solo exhibited at the 30" Anniversary of Indocement Tunggal
Prakarsa at the Ritz Carlton, Jakarta (2005) and the 40" Anniversary of Inco
at the Duta Fine Arts Foundation, Jakarta (2008).

Tigor likes to share his experiences by teaching at Jurnal Seni, the
London School of Public Relations-Jakarta, Darwis Triadi School of Photog-
raphy, Datacscript (Canon Indonesia), Fotografer.net, and several university
campuses in Indonesia.

Often asked to judge photo contests together with the Editor in Chief
of National Geographic Indonesia, Tantyo Bangun, and the (late) Kompas
Daily photojournalist Julian Sihombing, Tigor also juried for NatGeo’s 2009
International Photography Contest.

Today, Edward Tigor Siahaan and his family live in Siborongborong,
North Sumatra. In this cool highland town, he opened the Piltik Coffee shop.
Tigor calls him a “Photocoffee Artisan” as he roasts and brews coffee as well
as being a photographer.

BISOUOPUJ JO S[OMA[ MAN 9Y L,

: 335



The New Jewels of Indonesia

The New Jewels

ol Indonesia

Special thanks to
our construction partners:

LAKE TOBA

Betesda Mandiri
Inalum

Matio Jaya Cemerlang
Umega Pratama
Wijaya Karya

BOROBUDUR

Angkasa Pura I

Brantas Abipraya

Kereta Api Indonesia

PP

Sari Gunung Mataram Sakti
Taman Wisata Candi

MANDALIKA

Adhi Karya

Bunga Raya Lestari
Mitra Gusnita Nanda
Nindya Karya

PP

Rafa Karya Indonesia
Wijaya Karya

LABUAN BAJO

Brantas Abipraya

Bintang Perkasa Sejati

Jasa Patria Perkasa

Karya Pembangunan Rezki
Karya Shinta Manarito
Murni Konstruksi Indonesia

LIKUPANG

Hutama Karya
Nindya Karya

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS
AND HOUSING
THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

Photographer — Edward Tigor Siahaan

Text — Timotius Halomoan Siahaan

Editor — Jeremy Allan

Producer — Lans Brahmantyo

Illustrator — Luciano Andrew

Book Designer — Afterhours Design
Production — Reza Hubner

Printing — PrintLab, Jakarta

Format — 22.5 cm X 31 cm, 336 pages

Paper — Cordenons Leatherlike 120g, Cordenons
Natural Evolution 130g, and Fedrigoni Nettuno
Tabacco 140g

Typefaces — Miller Text and Leiko

Software — Adobe Creative Cloud 2023,

Apple Pages 12.2, and GoogleDocs on

macOS Ventura 13.0

Hardware — Apple MacBook Pro 16” M1 Max,
64 GB RAM, 2 TB SSD, and BenQ PD3220U
DesignVue Designer Monitor

Any copy of this book issued by the publisher as

a hardcover or paperback is sold subject to the
condition that it shall not by way of trade or
otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior
consent in any form of binding or cover other than
in which it is published and without a similar
condition including these words being imposed on a
subsequent purchaser.

© 2022 by Afterhours Books

All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form

or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording or any other
information storage and retrieval system, without
prior permission in writing from the author and
the publisher.

Published by

Afterhours Books

Jalan Merpati 45, Jakarta 12870, Indonesia
info@afterhoursbooks.com

gl afterhours







The New Jewels of Indonesia showcases five regions
of the archipelago poised lo join Bali as internationally
renowned lravel deslinalions—hidden gems now
polished and presenled lo discerning visilors.

3 A

COORDINATING MINISTRY
INDONESTA FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS AND. INVESTMENTS MINISTRY OF PUBLICWORKS AND HOUSING
2022 REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

afterhours




